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Yo During August snd Sepiember 1953, the USIA-agmbtrolled Vienna Bridge Builde
ing and Iroen Cenetruetion Company (Wiensr Bruckenbeu umd Elsenkonstruktions

A.Q. ), Hardtmuthgesse 131 -135, Vienns X, purchased frem the United Austrian

Iron und Stesl Works (VOBST), Lins, stesl and ircn valued ab approximately
8,000,000 schillings, The - jurchass was financed through the Creditanstalte
Bunkvorein, Vienra,

e 9inve 1 Jenuary 1953 the Contral Commeraial Burseau (Kaufmaenniaahsu Zentralw
buers) of USIA has concluded compensation deals with the East
Warenvertrisbagessllachaft; valued ah approximately $ 1,000,000, L/ East

Germary delivers such goods as sewing machines, bioyeles, radio tubes and soal.
All business 18 handled ot & sontrestusl basis throuvgh the Deutsche Notenbank,
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the SED Central Qommittes and is engeged in unofficial or 1llegal trade
trangastions with western countries,

1 Informal barter betwsen the twe countiles has been carpled

on sinoe 1947, Cempensation transactlons based on legal contracts wers
inghituted two years ago, and the accowsking is duns on a dollar basis.
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